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AUTHORITATIVE SWIM TEACHING (& PARENTING)

Unlike the permissive and authoritarian styles we have looked at in 
previous newsletters, experts (SwimTips, Christmas 2008) deem ideal 
the authoritative teaching (and parenting) approach.This is where 
the teacher or parent has a good balance of respect and kindness 
towards his/her students while being firm and consistent with 
boundaries. The authoritative teacher/parent encourages the students 
to explore and learn but is also available for physical and emotional 
support. 

The parent or teacher who is taking a baby into the water for the 
first time will hold the baby close and slowly go into the water. They 
will constantly look to the baby to see how they are reacting. If the 
baby seems frightened, the teacher/parent will change tactics or stand 
still to reassure the baby. When the baby shows enthusiasm for 
exploring the water, the teacher/parent will give her only the freedom 
that she can handle…and will be right there if the child needs help 
or guidance. Indeed, the teacher or parent explains the “hows and 
whys” behind instructions. Behaviour requirements, expectations and 
boundaries are clearly communicated. Discipline is fair and consistent.

Children learn best in an environment which is predictable and exudes 
warm feelings. Because they know someone is “looking out for them”, 
children gain confidence in their ability to face changes and navigate 
difficulties. An authoritative swim teacher ensures there is mutual respect between teacher and students. Here 
at Marsden Swim School, we strive to adopt this win-win approach.

TERM 1 2009 DATES 

Holland Road:
January 5-March 28 
(except January 9, 10, 24, 
26 & 27)

Turf City:
January 5-March 29 
(except January 24, 25, 
26 & 27 and also Thursday 
morning classes on 
January 8)

After-school classes at 
AISS: 
January 19 to March 26 
except January 26 and 27

Sunday morning classes 
at AISS: 
February 1-March 29

ADVANTAGES OF INFANT AQUATIC PROGRAMS

All smiles: Marsden Swim School students Tatiana, 
Gregory, Josie and John enjoy a respectful and positive 
relationship with swim teacher Gillian at the AISS pool.

Bonding between parent and child is just one advantage of baby swim classes; we are sure Jet, Bertrand and 
Sharvesh and their parents agree!

Sick of hearing that “babies can’t swim”? Here are five sound arguments for baby 
swim classes:
• Cognitive, social and motor developmental advantages are equal to those in a 
baby or toddler gym program – plus your child will learn to swim!
• Regular exposure to water ensures progress can be made.
• Swim classes teach kids water safety – and could save their life!
• Bonding with parents is enhanced in swim classes.
• Starting early ensures correct techniques and confidence are establishes before 
learn-to-swim classes.



CHRISTMAS CARNIVAL

Well done to the well over 60 Marsden Swim School swimmers who participated in our fun end-of-year swim 
meet on November 29. It’s always a pleasure to see even siblings and parents having a go. We hope you all 
had a wonderful festive break and are now enjoying a happy new year.
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ALL NATIONS’ CUP

An intrepid group of 22 Marsden Swim 
School swimmers had a great two days 
competing against 16 Asia- and 
Australia-based clubs, including ones 
from Vietnam, Indonesia, the 
Philippines and Thailand. All of our 
swimmers clocked at least one 
personal best time at the meet, 
which was run under FINA rules.

The 2008 Marsden All Nations 
Cup Swim Team were: Alexander 
Kiechle, Charlie Dangerfield, 
Emma Van Dijk, Francesca 
Vincenzi, Jan Jhaveri, Jasmine 
Wong, Kate Phillips, Lara 
Jhaveri, Lucky Dangerfield, 
Madeline Mitchell, Mary Jane 
Emmett, Mitchell Wong, Nick 
Roberts, Oisin McEnroe, Olivia Marsden, 
Patrick McEnroe, Peyton Pizano, Pippa Reid, Ramsey 
Young, Tegan Carling, Sophie Hill and William 
Mulhearn.

Competitive camaraderie: Shelby, Mia, Ollie, Peyton and Sophie relax after 

being awarded their medals at the Marsden Swim School meet.

Alex and Jan at the Christmas carnival.

Go team! Some of our 22 entrants at the 2008 All Nations Cup.


